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Misconceptions About Probability


Misconceptions about probability may include:

1) All events are equally likely.   

2) Later outcomes may be affected by or compensate for earlier ones.

3) When determining probability from statistical data, the number of trials (or 
      sample size) is irrelevant.   

4) Results of games of skill (or other non-random processes) are unaffected by the 
      nature of the participants.

5) “Lucky/Unlucky” numbers, etc., can influence results of a random experiment.

6) In random experiments involving selection, results are dependent on numbers 
       rather than ratios.

7) In a random experiment, the results of a series of independent trials are not 
      equally likely, e.g. Heads-Heads (HH) is not as likely as Heads-Tails (HT).

8) When considering spinners, probability is determined by number of sections 
       rather than size of angles.





Source: http://www.scs.sk.ca/cyber/elem/learningcommunity/sciences/science9/curr_content/science9/risks/wordocs/less1miscon.PDF
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