Honors Seminars Fall 2025

Horror Cinema Now!
HNRS 4000, Section 1002, 75635; Monday: 1:30pm-2:20pm (1 credit)
Instructor: Prof. Thomas Castillo

Description: In this seminar, students will investigate the contemporary horror film around a key question: How are horror films authored by marginalized voices including women, people of color, and non-English speaking people re-figuring horror? If horror films are to be understood as reflections of what society considers monstrous, how are current social anxieties being explored in the genre and how are new voices updating, changing, or sometimes reinforcing existing horror tropes? 

In the course, students will be required to view films outside of the class meeting time (the films are intended to be accessible via BGSU library streaming service), as well as engage with select readings, both academic and non-academic, that support the screenings and provide a basis for ongoing class discussion and responses. 

Planetary Defense: The Fact and Fiction of Protecting the Earth from Deep Space Threats
HNRS 4000, section 1001, 75634; Tuesday: 4pm-5pm (1 credit)
Instructor: Dr. Andrew McNeill 

Description: Since the Earth first formed it has undergone many collisions with smaller bodies from within our Solar System like asteroids and comets. These can range from small objects which break up in the atmosphere, to much larger ‘planet-killer’ objects like the impactor which struck the planet 65 million years ago causing widespread devastation and the extinction of much life on the Earth. Due to the sheer vastness and mystery of space, there are many dramatic phenomena beyond just impacts which could threaten our world. Although the chances of many of these occurring on a human timescale is very, very low - it is not zero and so ongoing monitoring of the cosmos is highly important among both scientists and government agencies. As part of this class we will talk about many potential threats - some which may never happen and some which absolutely will.
Planetary defense is the ongoing effort to monitor potential threats with the Earth and to work to prevent or mitigate such events. This work has inspired many works of popular fiction. In this class, students will study both the real-life applications of planetary defense as well as how it is portrayed in cinema, television and literature. An important question throughout this course will be ‘How does the fact differ from fiction?’ 

