Tips for Selecting a Project Topic and

Communicating with Project Faculty

Consider the following as you develop a topic for your Honors Project:
[l What classes interest you? Why?
[ Which topics from these classes would you like to learn more about?

[l Consider your personal interests/experiences outside the classroom. How might you incorporate what
you have learned from these experiences with what you have learned in the classroom?

What are the questions that you would like to know the answers to?

Consider your future career plans (if known) and think of ideas that connect to that area.
What frustrates or upsets you about a field or subject?

Visit the Honors College Canvas Modules for more tools.
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What are the responsibilities of the faculty advisors?
[] Help you lay out the basic conception of the project, clarify your objectives, and discover an
appropriate research or creative strategy for achieving these goals
[l Help solve problems that may arise.
[l Critique drafts of the project
[1 Jointly grade the finished project

How to find a faculty advisor:
Most students choose at least one advisor from among the faculty for which they have taken courses, know
well, and have performed well. You should approach advisor candidates the semester before you start your
project (or sooner if possible). Please consider:
[] Every faculty member has specific areas of specialization. You may need to work with a specific
professor because of the area of study you have chosen for your project. Research faculty interests
and specializations before approaching someone to be an advisor. It is always useful to go into a
meeting where you are requesting help with some explanation of what you think a particular faculty
member has to offer you and your project.
[l Serving as a Faculty Advisor is essentially volunteer work on the part of the faculty member. Be sure to
thank them for their time working with you.
[l You will be working with the advisor over a period of at least one academic year. This person must
be someone with whom you canwork closely.
[] Check in with your advisor frequently; set up regular appointments to keep them informed of your
progress and goals. Bring materials with you to the meetings and take notes.

Who can serve as a faculty advisor:

[] Faculty members at the University with the rank of Professor, Associate Professor, Assistant
Professor, or Qualified Rank Faculty can serve as an Honors Projectadvisor.

[] A non-faculty member or an adjunct faculty with special expertise in the student’s area may serve as
a third advisor but may not be one of the student’s two primary advisors nor grade the project.

[] Faculty should have completed a program of study in the discipline or subfield (as applicable) in which
they teach, and/or for which they develop curricula, with coursework at least one level above that of
the courses being taught or developed.
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