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The share of children living in grandparent-headed households has increased since the 1970s, adding to the growing diversity in
children’s living arrangements (FP-18-01). Using the American Community Survey, this family profile charts grandchildren residing
in grandparent-headed households from the child’s perspective, focusing on both multigenerational grandparent-headed
households (parent present) and skipped-generation grandparent-headed households (no parent present). The profile further
examines variation in types of grandparent-headed households by minor children’s age, household economic disadvantage, and
race/ethnicity. This profile is an update of FP-18-01.

Trend in the Proportion of Children Living in a Grandparent’s Household and Presence of Parent

The percentage of minor children living in grandparent-
headed households has increased since 2009 with nearly
1in 10 children residing in this family form in 2019 (from
7.2% in 2009 to 8.4% in 2019).

e About three-quarters of minor children who resided in
grandparent-headed households lived in multi-
generational households (with a parent present), and
one-quarter lived in skipped-generation households

(without a parent present).

Figure 1. Percentage of Children Living in Grandparent-
Headed Households, 2009 and 2019

Figure 2. Children Living in Grandparent-Headed Households by
Presence of Parent, 2019
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Children Living in a Grandparent’s Household by Presence of Parent and Age of Child

Figure 3. Children Living in Grandparent-Headed Households by
Presence of Parent and Age of Child, 2019

e Regardless of age, the majority of minor children who
lived in grandparent-headed households also had a
parent present in the household (multigenerational).
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Economic Disadvantage Among Children Living in a Grandparent’s Household by Presence of Parent
e Among all children living in grandparent-headed Figure 4. Economic Disadvantage Among Children Living in
households, the proportion living in skipped-generation Grandparent-Headed Households by Presence of Parent, 2019
households varied by income level, with higher levels at
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half in skipped-generation households (45%).
50%
25%
0%

Below Poverty  Between 100% 200%-+ of Poverty
Line and 200% of Line
Poverty Line

Source: NCFMR analyses of American Community Survey 1-year
estimates (IPUMS USA University of Minnesota, www.ipums.org),

2019
Variation by Race/Ethnicity
Figure 5. Children Living in Grandparent-Headed Households by e Among minor children residing in grandparent-headed
Presence of Parent and Race/Ethnicity of Child, 2019 households in 2019, the proportion living in

multigenerational households (parent present) was
higher than in skipped-generation households across all

racial/ethnic groups.

e There was some variation in the proportions of the two
types of grandparent-headed households across
race/ethnicity.
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were larger for Hispanic and Asian children (83%and
87%, respectively) than for children of all other
racial/ethnic groups.

o The percentage of children in skipped-generation
households was largest among Black children (31%),
followed by white children (28%), and children of

Source: NCFMR analyses of American Community Survey 1-year other racial/ethnic groups (27%).

estimates (IPUMS USA University of Minnesota, www.ipums.org),
2019
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